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and to advance the cause of education. Such an officer

could no d )iibt do much to produce uniforniiiv in the sys-

tem, and to diffusa a proper spirit on the subject threughout

the Slate. It is believed tiiat the priisent system has great-

ly diminished the number of private schools. In many in-

stances, it would seem that o reliance upon the common
school prevents the district troni providing a private school i

and it is often found that a district has a very imperfect

school, and that only for a very short period during the

year. The schools should, if possible, be of such a charac-

ter as to make it the interest of all classes ,o patronize

.thsm ; for they are intended alike for the poor and the rich.

The execution of the system is more de.feetive than the

system itself. O le cause why our schools are not in a more

flourishing condition, arises fro.n the fact that public atten.

tion has not been sulficiently aroused to the importance of the

subject. Sparsene«3 of population, and the want of ade-

quate means to employ suitable teachers, are the principal

obstacles that impede the progress* of the system. The
question arises, whether it is better to endure the system,

w"ith its present limited but gradually increasing benefits, or

to improve it at once, oy a resort to an increase of taxaiion

I can imagine no object (or which an increase of taxation

would be mere justifiable and commendable. Contributions

for public education have been aptly compared to the va-

por drawn from the earth, not to e.xhaust, but to be return-

ed in fertilizing showers.

Our common scho")! system, however, imperfect as it is,

is producing lasting and beneficial f ff' cts. It will improve

as we advance in experience and increase in population.

During the past yenr, i^p vards of one hundred and twenty

eight thousand dollars were distributed from the Literary

Fund, among the several conniies of the State, and aa

equal arnonnt will be distributed duiing the present yiar.

The principal of the fund is gnidua ly but slowl i c as-

^ng, and is becoming more productive. As yet, there ha«


